PRIVACY MEMORANDUM

New Privacy Laws


Protection of your personal information has always been a matter of absolute importance to us.  Details about you and your file are now and have always been subject to professional rules and policies in respect of confidentiality.  The rule of privileged communication between a lawyer and his or her client is a fundamental right of all Canadian Citizens and is entrenched in our Constitution and Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  It is a lawyer’s obligation to keep your information private and confidential.

Now laws that have come into effect in Canada, and in Ontario in particular, governing the protection of personal information in all commercial activities.  It is now mandatory that we formalize your consent to allow us to collect, use and disclose to others your personal information in order to provide legal services to you.  Personal information includes your name, address, telephone number, fax number, e-mail address and all information of a personal nature which we accumulate when opening and maintaining a file and which we require to enable us to represent you.

Consent

When you retain us to represent you, you have consented to our collection and use of personal information including the sharing of such information when required and provided such sharing of information is within the permitted boundaries of professional and ethical conduct for lawyers.  If your matter requires the representation of children or dependants we may ask you for your consent on their behalf.  Once your consent has been given, it will remain on our files.  If more or different personal information is required from you because you have retained us to represent you in a different matter, or if you authorize us to disclose personal information to a third party, we will request a further consent from you to such collection, use or disclosure, unless you advise us otherwise.

Withdrawal of Consent


You may withdraw your consent at anytime by notifying us you are doing so, but should you do so we will not be able to continue to represent you.  In such an event we ask that you retain another lawyer to represent you as soon as possible so that you do not suffer any consequences in any legal matter you may have pending at that time.

More Information


In the event you wish to have more information, consult the lawyer representing you.  Complaints and enquiries can be made to your lawyer or to the privacy commission for Ontario or the Federal Privacy Commissioner at 112 Kent Street, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 1H3.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1I confirm that I have retained Francis Aheto-Tsegah to represent me and accordingly I consent to his collection and use of my personal information, and, if applicable, that of my children and/or dependants in relation to my matter, including the sharing of such information when required and provided such sharing of information is within the permitted boundaries of professional and ethical conduct for lawyers. 

Dated at Ottawa, Ontario, this                  day of                                             , 20        .

                                                                  _______________________ 
                                                                          







Client signature
